THE EDICTS OF ASOKA

but the place of his death has not yet been determined
with certainty. His son Mahendra, and his daughter
Saudhmittra, had left Ujjain when their father was
Viceroy of the Western province, and had journeyed to
Ceylon, where they were the means of the introduction of
Buddhism into that island. Other missionaries were also
sent into all the countries contiguous to the Maurya
Empire, and even further afield. For in the thirteenth
edict we read that the Buddhist tenets were known in
Syria, Egypt, Macedonia, Cyrene, and Epirus* Some
writers have endeavoured to find a relationship between
Buddhism and the philosophies of Pythagoras, Plato,
and Aristotle, but it is doubtful whether Buddhism ever
obtained any real hold in the countries mentioned above*
The translation of the Edicts on the Asoka Stone at
Junagadh is as follows :

EDICT ONE

This Edict is proclaimed by King Priyadarsin, the
beloved of the Gods* None should here on earth slaughter
any animal even for sacrifice, nor should call together
festive assemblies, for in them King Priyadarsin, the
beloved of the Gods, remarks many sins. Still the King
Priyadarsin, the beloved of the Gods, looks with favour
on the gatherings ordained by his father. In the kitchen
of mine, King Priyadarsin, the beloved of the Gods, many
thousands of animals were daily slaughtered for food,
but to-day when this Edict is sent forth only three animals
are being killed for food, two peacocks and one deer. But
even this deer is not necessarily to be killed, nor even all
the three shall afterwards be killed*

EDICT TWO

In the whole dominion of King Priyadarsin, the beloved
of the Gods, as also in the adjacent countries such as
Chola,* Pandya,f Satyaputra, Kevalputra,J all as far

* Kanchi.             f South India.            J Malabar.
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